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					Resumen  

					El creciente uso de las redes sociales por parte de los estudiantes ha generado nuevas  

					oportunidades para mejorar la adquisición de idiomas a través de plataformas digitales. TikTok,  

					una plataforma reconocida por sus videos breves y atractivos, aún no ha sido ampliamente  

					investigada por su potencial educativo. Este estudio analiza la eficacia de TikTok como  

					herramienta para enriquecer el vocabulario en inglés entre estudiantes de inglés como lengua  

					extranjera (EFL), abordando el problema de la baja motivación estudiantil y la limitada retención  

					del vocabulario que suele acompañar a los métodos de enseñanza tradicionales. El objetivo  

					principal es evaluar el impacto de la exposición a contenido en inglés en TikTok sobre la  

					adquisición de vocabulario y la motivación del estudiante. La investigación adoptó un enfoque  
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					cuantitativo, utilizando cuestionarios estructurados aplicados a un grupo de estudiantes  

					intermedios de EFL. El cuestionario evaluó actitudes, niveles de compromiso y mejoras  

					autodeclaradas en el aprendizaje del vocabulario tras cuatro semanas de interacción dirigida con  

					contenido de TikTok. Los resultados muestran que los estudiantes consideraron TikTok una  

					herramienta atractiva y accesible para el aprendizaje de idiomas. Una proporción significativa  

					reportó una mejor retención del vocabulario y una preferencia por aprender mediante contenidos  

					breves y visualmente estimulantes. Estos hallazgos sugieren que TikTok puede ser un recurso  

					complementario efectivo en la enseñanza del inglés, alineado con los hábitos digitales de los  

					estudiantes.  

					Abstract  

					The growing use of social media by students has generated new opportunities to enhance  

					language acquisition through digital platforms. TikTok, a platform renowned for its captivating  

					short-form videos, has yet to be thoroughly investigated for its instructional potential. This study  

					examines the efficacy of TikTok as a resource for enhancing English vocabulary among English  

					as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners. The study examines the issue of diminished student  

					motivation and restricted language retention frequently associated with conventional teaching  

					methodologies. The main aim of the study is to assess the impact of exposure to English-  

					language content on TikTok on learners' vocabulary acquisition and motivation. The research is  

					a quantitative approach via structured questionnaires distributed to a cohort of intermediate EFL  

					students. The questionnaire sought to evaluate students' attitudes, engagement, and self-reported  

					vocabulary enhancement following a four-week period of structured interaction with TikTok  

					content. The findings demonstrate that students perceived TikTok as a compelling and accessible  

					resource for acquiring a new language. A considerable number of participants indicated  

					enhanced vocabulary retention and favored learning via concise, visually stimulating material.  

					The results indicate that TikTok may serve as a valuable additional tool in language education,  

					especially for augmenting vocabulary in accordance with students' digital behaviors. This work  

					enhances the expanding domain of digital-assisted language acquisition and prompts educators to  

					investigate social media platforms as significant expansions of classroom education.  
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					Introduction  

					The use of digital technologies in education has revolutionized conventional educational  

					methods, particularly in language acquisition. TikTok has evolved as a significant platform due  

					to its short-form videos and extensive appeal among younger demographics. Recent research has  

					been investigating its potential in educational situations, namely for vocabulary learning in the  

					English as a Foreign Language (EFL) environment.  

					Ariza Covarrubias, R., & Pons Bonals, L. (2021). This study explores university students'  

					perceptions of integrating social media and digital platforms into English language courses.  

					Utilizing a Design-Based Research (DBR) approach, the authors implemented a didactic strategy  

					that incorporated various social networks and digital media in a pre-intermediate to intermediate  

					English class. Data were collected through discussion groups and session observations, especially  

					during the transition to online learning prompted by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

					The study conducted by Agustina and Dharmawan (2022) examines students' perspectives  

					regarding the utilization of TikTok as an instrument for English language acquisition. The  

					research indicated that students perceived TikTok content as advantageous for enhancing  

					vocabulary, pronunciation, and listening abilities owing to its engaging, visual, and interactive  

					characteristics. The platform's informal learning environment enhanced motivation and student  

					autonomy. The authors emphasize TikTok's potential as an auxiliary educational tool in ESL  

					environments.  

					In this study, Chen and Kang (2023) examine the efficacy of TikTok as a medium for improving  

					students' oral English proficiency. The researchers utilized a questionnaire to collect data on  

					students' thoughts about incorporating TikTok into their English-speaking practice. The results  

					217  

				

			

		

		
			
				
					
				
			

			
				
					TikTok as a Tool for Vocabulary Enrichment in English Language Learning  

					Marlon Rubén Barcia Moreira  

					Johanna Elizabeth Tello Macías  

					Juan Carlos Carpio García  

					Xiomara Vanessa Nevárez Carranza  

					Volumen: 8  

					Nro. 4  

					Año: 2025  

					Recepción:12-03-2025 / Revisión:17-04-2025 / Aprobación: 16-05-2025/ Publicación: 27-06-2025  

					indicate that more than 70% of participants assert that TikTok facilitates the resolution of  

					common issues in oral English instruction, especially concerning pedagogy, instructional  

					resources, and pronunciation. Students indicated that the platform's concise video format and  

					captivating material enhanced their drive and confidence in speaking English. The authors  

					propose that educators include pertinent TikTok videos in speaking assignments to improve  

					learning results and student engagement.  

					Alshreef and Khadawardi (2023) executed a quantitative study including 115 female students at  

					King Abdulaziz University, demonstrating that a substantial majority saw TikTok videos as  

					advantageous for English vocabulary acquisition. Shanthi et al. (2023) examined TikTok's  

					utilization by Malaysian university students and determined that the platform significantly  

					improved vocabulary retention and engagement among students.  

					Further supporting these findings, Juwita and Syahputra (2023) implemented a pre-experimental  

					design with students from Universitas Muhammadiyah Sumatera Utara, Indonesia. Their findings  

					demonstrated a notable enhancement in students' vocabulary acquisition following the utilization  

					of TikTok as an educational resource. Pereira and Hitotuzi (2023) emphasized in their literature  

					review that TikTok significantly improves speaking skills and broadens vocabulary in English as  

					an Additional Language (EAL). Similarly, Alghameeti (2024) found that Saudi secondary school  

					students exhibited positive attitudes towards using TikTok for vocabulary expansion, noting the  

					platform's various features that aid in learning new words.  

					Research also indicates that TikTok can beneficially affect diverse linguistic competencies:  

					Speaking Proficiency: Hongsa et al. (2023) indicated that EFL students utilizing TikTok  

					exhibited notable advancements in speaking fluency and grammatical competence.  

					Putri et al. (2024) observed improvements in students' listening and writing skills, attributing  

					these advancements to the interactive characteristics of TikTok material.  

					The research conducted by Guamán Condoy et al. (2024) examines the transformative capacity of  

					TikTok as a novel instrument for English language learning, specifically within the educational  
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					framework of Espoch Sede Orellana. The writers analyze TikTok's efficacy in improving  

					language skills, cultivating cultural awareness, and facilitating genuine contact through an  

					extensive analysis of academic literature, empirical studies, and educational insights. The  

					document clarifies effective ideas and teaching methods for incorporating TikTok into English  

					language education, highlighting creativity, engagement, and learner independence. By utilizing  

					TikTok's dynamic features, instructors may establish engaging learning environments that  

					surpass conventional classroom limitations, enabling students to actively engage with the English  

					language. The study recommends the strategic integration of TikTok as an auxiliary educational  

					tool to enhance language learning experiences and advance pedagogical innovation at Espoch  

					Sede Orellana and in the wider educational setting.  

					Kaur and Sulaiman (2023) performed systematic research to investigate English teachers'  

					perspectives regarding the utilization of TikTok as a means to improve speaking abilities in  

					young ESL learners. Employing the PRISMA technique, they examined 34 pertinent publications  

					published from 2021 to 2023. The results demonstrate that numerous educators perceive TikTok  

					favorably, acknowledging its capacity to enhance pupils' speaking skills by boosting engagement  

					and motivation. Notwithstanding many limitations, including the increased effort demanded from  

					educators, the prevailing agreement is that TikTok can serve as a useful supplementary resource  

					in English language instruction.  

					Tran (2024) performed multiple-case research to investigate the activities and viewpoints of six  

					Vietnamese English educators who actively produce and disseminate English learning content on  

					TikTok. The research encompassed qualitative content analysis of 180 TikTok films (30 per  

					educator) and semi-structured interviews to examine their motives, techniques, and perceptions.  

					The findings indicated that educators were driven by a desire to disseminate knowledge freely  

					and to engage wider audiences beyond conventional classrooms. They utilized many tactics,  

					including TikTok's inherent characteristics, humor, and performance, to augment engagement  

					and clarity. Teachers acknowledged the professional development opportunities and broader  

					audience provided by TikTok, although they encountered obstacles such as reconciling content  

					creation with formal teaching duties and addressing potential negative criticism or cyberbullying.  
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					The research emphasizes the transforming function of educators as content developers and the  

					consequences for language instruction in digital environments.  

					Wang, Y., & Cárdenas Claros, M. S. (2024) This qualitative study investigates the utilization of  

					TikTok by five secondary school TESOL teachers in Thailand to articulate their feelings and  

					construct their professional identities. The study employs semi-structured interviews and thematic  

					analysis to investigate the platform's function as an emotional release and a means of improving  

					teacher-student relationships. Research suggests that TikTok assists educators in alleviating  

					work-related stress and enables them to showcase their genuine selves, thus fostering more  

					profound interactions with pupils. This contact enhances their teaching methodologies and fosters  

					their professional identity growth.  

					Anua Jah, N. J., Tahreb, N. S., Ibrahim, Q., Hamzah, I. F. A., & Abd Halim, H. (2024). This  

					systematic literature review examines the effectiveness of TikTok as a pedagogical tool for  

					enhancing English language acquisition. Using the PRISMA 2020 framework, the study analyzes  

					scholarly articles from Scopus and Web of Science, identifying key themes related to TikTok's  

					impact on students' learning experiences. The review highlights how TikTok's short video format  

					can be utilized to develop communication skills, particularly in English language learning, and  

					discusses both the advantages and challenges of integrating TikTok into educational settings.  

					These studies collectively underscore the diverse motivations for ESL teachers incorporating  

					TikTok into their pedagogical practices, including augmenting student engagement, cultivating  

					communication skills, and nurturing genuine teacher-student connections. The findings indicate  

					that TikTok can function as an interesting and effective platform for vocabulary enhancement in  

					EFL environments.  

					Additionally, these studies jointly highlight TikTok's potential as an excellent instructional  

					instrument for vocabulary enhancement in English language acquisition. Considering the  

					platform's widespread appeal among students and its ability to provide captivating content, using  

					TikTok in EFL training may effectively tackle issues concerning student motivation and  

					vocabulary retention. This article aims to further examine TikTok's effectiveness in this setting,  
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					contributing to the advancing field of digital-assisted language acquisition. The findings indicate  

					that TikTok can function as an interesting and effective platform for vocabulary enhancement in  

					EFL environments.  

					This study is justified by the necessity to synchronize language education approaches with  

					students' digital behaviors and preferences. Conventional language instruction frequently fails to  

					sustain student engagement and drive. By utilizing platforms such as TikTok, educators might  

					potentially close this gap, rendering language acquisition more dynamic and relevant.  

					Additionally, this resarch is derived from the research project ´´Herramientas tecnólogicas bajo el  

					modelo SAMIR: caso de estudio Universidad Estatal del Sur de Manabí´´  

					Finally, this study looks into the potential of Tit Tok as an educational tool for improving the  

					teaching of English to students at Universidad Estatal del Sur de Manabí. Nowadays, the Tit Tok  

					platform has become a vital part of students' everyday life, Tit Tok provides a unique opportunity  

					to incorporate technology into learning, boosting collaboration and engagement.  

					Materials and methods  

					This research employed a quantitative methodology to examine the influence of social networks  

					on English language acquisition. Data was collected from 100 English learners at Universidad  

					Estatal del Sur de Manabi through standardized questionnaires aimed at evaluating students'  

					frequency of social network usage, observed learning enhancements, and level of engagement.  

					The collected data was analyzed utilizing descriptive and inferential statistical methods to  

					identify trends and correlations between social network activity and language learning results.  

					The analysis focused on evaluating pupils' motivation, communication abilities, and overall  

					language ability. In order to comprehensively understand social networks as educational  

					instruments, possible risks such as diversions and insufficient structured guidance were also  

					considered.  
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					Preparing lesson plan  

					The research period was the second semester of the 2024/2025 academic year. There were 16  

					meetings for each class. The subsequent steps were as follows: The English academics  

					established a TitTok account. Subsequently, they requested students to join the Tit Tok page.  

					Upon joining the TikTok page, the English instructors commenced posting assignments that  

					students were required to complete and submit by a designated deadline.  

					Results  

					Results  

					Question 1. Which social media platforms do you use to practice English?  

					Chart. 1. Which social media platforms do you Figure 1. Which social media platforms  

					use to practice English?  

					do you use to practice English?  

					Which social media platforms  

					do you use to practice English?  

					Facebook  

					Whatsaap  

					Instagram  

					X

					31  

					15  

					10  

					5

					Tik Tok  

					Total  

					39  

					100  

					Source: Unesum Students  

					Made by: Authors  

					Source: Unesum Students  

					Made by: Authors  

					Question 2. How often do you use TikTok platform to practice English?  
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					Chart 2. How often do you use TikTok platform Figure 2. How often do you use TikTok  

					to practice English?  

					platform to practice English?  

					How often do you use TikTok  

					platform to practice English?  

					Always  

					Often  

					70  

					9

					Usually  

					Sometimes  

					Rarely  

					Never  

					10  

					3

					5

					3

					Total  

					100  

					Source: Unesum Students  

					Made by: Authors  

					Source: Unesum Students  

					Made by: Authors  

					Question 3. How much does TikTok help you to learn English?  

					Chart 3. How much does TikTok help you to  

					Figure 3. How much does TikTok help  

					learn English?  

					you to learn English?  

					How much does TikTok help  

					you to learn English?  

					A lot  

					83  

					10  

					4

					3

					100  

					Somewhat  

					Very little  

					Not at all  

					Total  

					Source: Unesum Students  

					Made by: Authors  

					Source: Unesum Students  

					Made by: Authors  

					Question 4. Which English language skill does TikTok help you develop the most?  
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					Chart 4. Which English language skill does  

					TikTok help you develop the most?  

					Figure 4. Which English language skill  

					does TikTok help you develop the most?  

					Which English language skill  

					does TikTok help you develop  

					the most?  

					Reading  

					Listening  

					Writing  

					Speaking  

					All of the above  

					58  

					20  

					10  

					7

					5

					Total  

					100  

					Source: Unesum Students  

					Made by: Authors  

					Source: Unesum Students  

					Made by: Paper Authors  

					Question 5. Do you think TikTok is a useful tool to learn English?  

					Chart 5. Do you think TikTok is a useful tool to  

					Figure 5. Do you think TikTok is a  

					learn English?  

					useful tool to learn English?  

					Do you think TikTok is a useful  

					tool to learn English?  

					Yes, definitely  

					Somewhat  

					Not really  

					Not at all  

					Total  

					81  

					10  

					5

					4

					100  

					Source: Unesum students  

					Made by: Authors  

					Source: Unesum Students  

					Made by: Authors  

					Question #1 reveals that TikTok (39%) is the preeminent social site for English practice,  

					presumably owing to its captivating short-form video material that facilitates language  

					acquisition. Facebook ranks second with 31%, indicating that students leverage participation in  

					discussion groups, posts, and interactive learning communities. WhatsApp serves as a  

					224  

				

			

		

		
			
				
					
				
			

			
				
					TikTok as a Tool for Vocabulary Enrichment in English Language Learning  

					Marlon Rubén Barcia Moreira  

					Johanna Elizabeth Tello Macías  

					Juan Carlos Carpio García  

					Xiomara Vanessa Nevárez Carranza  

					Volumen: 8  

					Nro. 4  

					Año: 2025  

					Recepción:12-03-2025 / Revisión:17-04-2025 / Aprobación: 16-05-2025/ Publicación: 27-06-2025  

					communication medium for group learning and direct messaging, accounting for 15%. Instagram  

					(10%) is utilized less often, likely owing to its emphasis on visual content than text-based  

					engagement. X (previously Twitter) is the least utilized platform (5%), potentially because of its  

					association with political matters. The data indicates that students choose dynamic and interactive  

					platforms that offer immersive and engaging language exposure.  

					In question #2, the results indicate that a significant majority of students consistently utilize  

					TikTok for practicing English, with 70% regularly participating in these activities. A minority  

					utilize them frequently (9%) and typically (10%), indicating a steady albeit somewhat infrequent  

					application. A minor fraction of students utilize social media for English practice occasionally  

					(3%), infrequently (5%), or not at all (3%). These data indicate that social media is integral to  

					language acquisition, as the majority of students integrate social networks into their daily  

					activities.  

					In question #3, the results indicate that a significant majority of students (83%) believe that  

					TikTok substantially assists them in learning English, emphasizing its efficacy as a language-  

					learning tool. Additionally, 10% consider them somewhat beneficial, although a minor fraction  

					perceives their assistance as minimal (4%) or nonexistent (3%). These findings indicate that  

					social media platforms are crucial in language acquisition, providing students with engaging and  

					accessible learning possibilities.  

					Additionally, in question #4, the results indicate that reading (58%) is the most advanced English  

					skill developed through TikTok, possibly attributable to exposure to posts, articles, and captions.  

					Listening (20%) indicates that audiovisual materials enhance comprehension skills. Writing  

					(10%) and speaking (7%) are hardly utilized, likely due to the informal character of social media  

					conversations, which do not emphasize structured linguistic expression. Merely 5% of pupils  

					report an enhancement in all competencies.  

					Finally, in question #5, the results indicate that a substantial majority of students (81%) believe  

					Tik Tok is unequivocally effective for learning English, whilst 10% consider it marginally useful.  

					A minor fraction perceives them as not particularly (5%) or not at all (4%) practical. The data  

					225  

				

			

		

		
			
				
					
				
			

			
				
					TikTok as a Tool for Vocabulary Enrichment in English Language Learning  

					Marlon Rubén Barcia Moreira  

					Johanna Elizabeth Tello Macías  

					Juan Carlos Carpio García  

					Xiomara Vanessa Nevárez Carranza  

					Volumen: 8  

					Nro. 4  

					Año: 2025  

					Recepción:12-03-2025 / Revisión:17-04-2025 / Aprobación: 16-05-2025/ Publicación: 27-06-2025  

					indicate that the majority of students acknowledge the efficacy of Tik Tok as a valuable and  

					accessible instrument for language acquisition.  

					Conclusions  

					The research on utilizing TikTok for English instruction has yielded substantial findings that  

					underscore the efficacy and advantages of social media as a pedagogical method. Through  

					comprehensive quantitative analysis, the research can deduce the subsequent conclusions:  

					The primary aim of this research was to ascertain the use of TikTok as a method for enhancing  

					the efficacy of English instruction among students at Universidad Statal del Sur de Manabí.  

					The majority of students at Universidad Estatal del Sur de Manabí utilize TikTok regularly to  

					acquire English language skills.  

					Social networks, like TikTok, can significantly enhance certain skills, including reading and  

					listening well.  
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